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SHORT ACCOUNT 


OF 


MARY WESTON, Jux. 


MARV WESTON, daughter of 1 
Owen and Mary Weſton, was born at 15 


or near Wapping, on the twenty- third 

day of the Fifth Month, 1771: her mo- 

ther died when ſhe was very young; in 
conſequence of which ſhe was ſent out 

to ſchool at an early age, where ſhe was 

kept ſeveral years; and it has been re- 

5 marked that, during that time, ſhe ne- 
ver was known to tell an untruth on any 
coccaſion whatever. In this the evinced 
a ſteady adherence to the advice of her 
mother, when ſhe took her laſt leave; 
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* 


and wich, indeed, remained freſh on 
her memory, through all the ſucceeding 


periods of her life. She conſcientiouſly 


avoided all ſervile flattery, and deceit- 
ful profeſſions of friendſhip; yet ſhe poſ- 
ſeſſed a very lively vivacious diſpoſi- 
tion, and an inclination to gaiety; but 
her father was piouſly careful to diſcou- 
rage all improper indulgences in theſe 
reſpects. She had many times through 
life to acknowledge, that much of her 
'preſervation depended upon that kind, 
Parental care, which was extended to- 
-/wards her, without being mixed with 


- . harſhneſs; and that it was greatly the 


means of her ſteering ſuch a courſe, as 


brought her to a comfortable proſpett of 


peace in her concluding hours. Not- 
. withſtanding which, her natural diſpo- 
ſition, at times, gained the aſcendency ; 
and there was a time, when ſhe ſeemed 
to -have made up her mind to purſue 


the bent of her inclination in vanities 


- and pleaſures, contrary to all reſtraint; 
| but 
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but at this important inſtant, it pleaſed 
the Author of bleſſings to extend his vi- 
fitatioh of love and light in a peculiar 
manner. b 


Her diſpoſition was remarkably af- 
= fectionate, blended with an amiable 
| candour; and her mind was much en- 
larged by a portion of that charity or 
divine love, that, far from oppoſing the 
courſe of natural affection, draws it, as 
it were, into it's own current, and ex- 
tending through the different degrees of 
| ſocial relation, includes every claſs and 
deſcription of human kind, in it's deſires 
for the happineſs of all. It gave her 
pain to find in characters, otherwiſe 
.eſtimable, the want of this principle, 
evinced by giving way to illiberal pre- 
judices, ſevere judgings, and contemp- 
tuous expreſſions, Being fenſible of her 
own failings, ſhe had learned to make 
Charitable allowance for the weakneſſes 
of others, and was more willing to con- 
% B 2 _ . ; ceal, 
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ceal, than expoſe them; and when they 
aroſe in converſation, uſed to treat them 
with tenderneſs. 


It has pleaſed Divine Providence to | 
take from us a beloved companion, at 
a ſeaſon of life when all it's pleaſures 
are molt enjoyed, and heightened by the 
eolouring of youthful vivacity. Whilſt 
we cheriſh the remembrance of what 
was virtuaus.and amiable in her charac- 
ter, we deſire to loſe our ſelfiſh regrets, 
in che confciouſneſs that ſhe is removed 
to a/ ſtate of ſuperior happineſs, beyond 
the reach of ſorrow and fickneſs. She 
Mas one, who © remembered her Crea- 
* tor in the days of her youth; and 


when evil days came, ſhe was not for- 


gotten or forſaken by him: for it is well 
known to ſome of her neareſt con- 
nexions, and probably to them only, that 
ſhe had to ſuſtain many trials both from 
within and without - and that many 
have heen her occaſions to acknowledge 

£692 „ the 
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the gracious aſſiſtance of an almighty 
Preſerver, who was her defence in 
temptation, her ſupport in weakneſs, her 
guide through difficulties, and her com- 
forter in every afflition. 1 
Her mind was, from her childhood, 
impreſſed with a ſenſe of religion, which, 
from time to time, checked her vivacity 
and repreſſed her ambition, and appear- 
ed, by it's fruits of meekneſs, ſubmiſſion, 
forbearance, and tender aſſiduity to 
perform kind actions, and render affee- 
tionate ſervices ; which frequently tine 
tured her converſation with ſeriouſneſs. 


She ſuſtained, when very young, an 
irreparable loſs, in the death of a vir- 
tuous mother, whoſe early inſtructions 
ſhe cheriſhed in her memory, and ſpoke 

of as a benefit, but a few weeks be- 

fore her death. At the ſame time, 
ſhe expreſſed the fatisfaQtion it was to 
ber, in reviewing her paſt life, that ſhe 
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= a always cheerfully ſubmitted her own | 


inclinations, to fulfil the defires of an 
| affeQtionate father, which was rendered 
an eaſy duty, by the kindneſs of his be- 
haviour towards her. 
'\ us 
She bad by nature a lively ſenſibility 
of temper, that made her eaſily elated 
by pleaſure, or caſt.down by trouble ; 
ſhe was apt to be much depreſſed when 
ſhe met with unkindneſs, but never to 
reſent it, or to ſpeak of any perſon with 
malice. She was defirous of being in- 
formed of her faults, and when, at times, 
through incaution, the vivacity of her 
nature betrayed her into errors in con- 
verſation, ſhe was thankful on being 
made ſenſible of them, and ready to ac- 
knowledge them with candour. 


She was bleſſed with a good. under- 
ſtanding, which ſhe was very deſirous of 
improving, by the acquiſition of uſeful 
Knowledge, and took great pleaſure in 
== _ receiving 


MARY WESTON, JUN. 5 
receiving information concerning the 
works of Nature; and during the laſt 
few years of her life, ſhe was placed in 
a ſituation, that enlarged her circle of 
acquaintance, and afforded more ample 
opportunities of mereaſing her ſtock of 
knowledge. An equally pleaſing diſpo- 
ſition for communication, appeared in 
| her willingneſs to inform, which ſhe did 
with a peculiar ſweetneſs and diffidence; 
the progreſs of her obſervations was at- 
| tended with a ſuitable humbling ſenſe of 
the wiſdom and goodneſs of the ou 

Creator of all 8 

To this end ſhe was convinced, that 

applying the mind to ſome uſeful 

branches of knowledge, proportionate 
to it's capacity, greatly contributed to 

preſerve it from the love of diſſipation, 

by opening a ſource of en en 

ment. TE | 


& 


J  A' SHORT ACCOUNT or | 
She being open, affable, ſprightly, and 
courteous in her diſpoſition, agreeable 
in her perſon, and of an improved un- 
derſtanding for her years, her company 
was the more ſought for; and from 
about the age of lixteen to twenty, ſhe 
was in a ſituation which expoſed her to 
the temptations of unſuitable aſſociates; 
and being much from under the eye and 
guardianſhip of her ſurviving parent, 
was in danger of being led into gaiety of 
dreſs and manners, but for the kind and 
friendly care of a very ſteady, amiable, 
and religious young woman of our ſo- 
ciety, Hephzibah Knight, who lived in 
the ſame houſe with her, in the capacity 
of a ſervant; who piouſly ſtudied to 
make home agreeable to her, and dif. 
ſuaded her from contracting improper 
intimacies with the young women of 
the neighbourhood, which ſhe thought 
would be injurious to her mind; and 
was evidently made, in a great meaſure, 
the inſtrument of her preſervation from 
> _ the 
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the ſurrounding ſnares, which ſhe was 
afterward gratefully ſenſible of, and 
this proved the means of uniting them 
in the bonds of ſolid religious friend- 
ſhip. This young woman being taken 
ill, and removed, in confequence, to 
another place, not long after died of a 
_ conſumption. During her illnefs, our 
friend, Mary Weſton, viſited her, and 
the following memorandum found in her 
pocket-book, is an indication of her 
ſincere regard for one who had been 
made a bleſſing to her through the favour 


of Divine Providence; the firſt N 


caufe of all that 1 1s truly good. 


22th My bon. J this day viſited my 


Nin. dear friend, Hephzibah 


Knight; ſhe was glad to 
fee me; was very ul, but 


quiet, and waiting pati- 


ently the appointed time“. 


* H. Knight died on the 7th of the 1fl Mo. 
17925 aged about 25 years, 
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may be compared to a trou- 


bled ſea. 


Increaſe, ye cares, my guilty heart to mend, 
Fly ſwift, ye hours, to bring a peaceful end; 
Submit, my ſenſes, to th' unpleaſing yoke, 
Prepare my way for death's unerring ſtroke. 
This heart, ſubdu'd by ſad affliction's reign, 


If bleſs'd with hopes and intelleQual light, 
May live to own, Whatever is, is right. 


poetical compoſition, which ſhe ſome- 
times indulged; and the following, being 
- written on the death of her friend above 


place in this little memoir. 


| 42th Mo. 31ſt. Returned home, and 
18791. thus fiſhed a painful year; 
11 the viciſſitudes of my life 


With languid fickneſs drooping in her train, 


Mary Weſton had a lively talent for 


mentioned, ſeems not undeſerving a 


AN 
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„ TJ 18 
ELEGY | il 
HEPHZIBAH KNIGHT. _ 


Wu the fair planets, with mild luſtre bright, 

And all the evening hoſt the heavens emblaze, 

Chas'd by the radiance of ſuperior light, = 
The little ſtars hide their diminiſh'd rays.” 


So ſhone, diminiſh'd by ſuperior powers, 
Hid by the ſlighted character ſhe bore ͤ„ 
A kind companion of my penfive hours, 
Whoſe * loſt, my boſom muſt deplore. 


— — cn 


Had fortune ſmil'd auſpicious on her birth, 18 
= en to a favouring world conſpicuous rais ca, 
| modiſh manners had enhanc'd her worth, 
Her virtues, then, a partial world had prais 4, 


But modeſt manners ſhun the public eye, 
. Lov'd by a few, ſhe liv'd to bloom unſeen; 


For heaven allotted her no Ration high, 3 89 85 
Let rais d her thought above the vulgar mia 5 
A ſervant. ; 
* "ON ©: B 6 If 
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If ſenfibility has charms to pleaſe, | 

Unaided by refining ſtrokes of art; 

In nature's ſofteſt lovelineſs and eaſe, . 
Spoke the mild tenor of her gentle heart. 


Whate'er diſplays a noble height of mind, 
Engaging manners and ingenious taſte, _ 
By virtue's pow'r, more amiably refin'd, 

So ſweetly ſimple, and ſo purely chaſte. 


=> =_ 
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A thirſt for knowledge fill'd her lib ral ſoul, 
Though its fair ſearch adverſity repreſs'd, 
Her riſing genius felt the rude control, 
Yet fmird to ſee it's ſmall requirements blefs'd. 


Her vital ſpirits ſunk, and health declin'd, 
Progreſſive ſymptoms of a ſwift decay; 
But Gilead's healing balm preſery'd her mind, 
And hope and ref gnation mark'd her * 


Near life's laſt agony, ſhe twenty ſaid, 
I .o poor Letitia *, weeping by her fide, 
Repreſs thy tears, be all thy cares repaid; | 
Juſt preſs d her hand, in grateful love, and died, 


Her ſoul, incumber'd with this mortal maſs, 
Repos'd in heaven's unfailing ſource it's traſt, 
Smil'd at the gulph profound it ſoon muſt paſs, 
_ Glad when her aſhes blended with the duſt. 


| Like 


MARY WESTON, JUN. 13 
Like ſome fair flower, beneath the paſſing gale, 
That wafts it's grateful odours to the ſky, 


Too fair to grace, with laſting bloom, this vale, 
Meekly it bends it's beauteous head, to die. 


Then what avails the roſeate bloom of health, 
Since e'en her powers too feeble are to ſave; 
Nor weeping friendſhip, nor the boaſt of wealth, 

Retards our reinen progreſs to the grave. 


Ah! where's th' advantage wealth or honours 
know? 
And health and beauty, fancy' 8 Heeting | joy; 
More than the moſt afflictive ſtroke of woe, 
| Since death can theſe relieve, and thoſe ns. 


Though friendſhip deeply feels the recent wound, 
Fond hope, exulting, cheers the filent gloom, | 
Spreads more than viſionary light around, 

And draws 2 * an "_ tonic” 


Thus 8 may * of att ring joys to boaſt, 
Tranfient, like ſunſhine in a winter's day; 5 

Een age may langui ſh for # happier coaſt, 
When earth's uncertain fabric moulds away. 


Ratchf, 1 792, 
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The foregoing inſtance of real and im- 
portant uſefulneſs is the more worthy of 
notice, as it may hold out an encou- 
ragement to others in like humble ſitu- 
ations, to attend to the internal dictates 
of truth, whereby they may be made 
helpful to individuals, in whatever way 
tit may pleaſe divine Providence to bleſs 
them, being perſuaded that no condition 
or ſtation in life precludes us from reli- 
gious ſervices in ſome way or other, and 
which muſt ever have a natural tendency 
to endear us to thoſe, to whom we may 
be made a bleſſing; as is alſo evinced in 
the account we have of the captive maid, 
who waited on the wife of Naaman; 
and in the inſtance of Naaman's own 
ſervants, in their friendly expoſtulation 
with him, when he ſeemed ready to re- 
fuſe a compliance with the prophet's in- 
ſtruttions, for the healing of his leproſye 
See 11 Kings, ch. v. 


Not- 


MARY WESTON, ju w. 16 
Notwithſtanding the providential pre- 
ſervations ſhe had experienced, and 
the ſenſe of good ſhe had at times 
been favoured to feel, ſhe had ſtill 
much to contend with, in reſpect to 
her propenſity to gaiety of dreſs and 
manners; and ſeemed almoſt ready to 
give the reins to her naturab inclina- 
tions; and at one time in particular, as 
ſhe has fince acknowledged, ſhe was at 
the point of throwing off every reſtraint 
of parental authority and admonition, 
with a reſolute determination, to take 
her ſwing in all the pleaſures and grati- 
fications of the world, which were with= 
in the ſphere of her command. When 
brought to this critical ſtate of mind, it 
pleaſed the ever-adorable Father of 

mercies, who graciouſly follows us 
through the windings of our own paths, 
to put forth his preſerving hand, to de- 
liver her, as from the paw of the * lion 
and of the bear *. 


0 * 1 Samuel, TR =p. v3, - - - 7 
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To record the following circumſtance, 
which has a reference to the foregoing 
paragraph, it may be neceſſary to adhere, 
as ſtrictly as poſhble, to her own lan- 
guage, and the manner in which ſhe 
communicated it to a friend, who called 
to ſee her, before ſhe was confined by 
her laſt illneſs, but which the foreſaw 
was coming on. I thought,” faid ſhe, 
* hefore. I threw off thoſe reſtraints, 
te that I would go to meeting, that af- 
tt ternoon, being firſt day, and would 
&* be determined by what I might there 
„meet with; which meeting thou at- 
«© tended, and ſtood up vith that paſſage 
6. of ſcripture: My fon, keep thy fa- 
* ther's commandment, and forſake not 
« the law of thy mother: bind them 
«© continually upon thy heart, and tie 
e them about thy neck; when thou 
„ goeſt it ſhall lead thee; when thou 
«« fleepeſt it ſhall keep thee; and when 
« thou wakeſt it ſhall talk with thee: for 
« the commandment is a lamp; and the 

| | «Jaw 


2 


cc 


8 


.« 


law 1s light; and reproofs of inſtruc- 


peace; which determination I have | 
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tion are the way of life *. The re- 
cital of this paſſage, and the ſubſe- 
quent obſervation, ſo fixed on my 
mind, as effectually to change my de- 
ſigns of future life; and from that 
time I was determined to turn my 
back upon my former reſolutions, to 
deny myſelf of thoſe promiſed indul- 
gencies and gratifications, to purſue 

that which would enſure my future 
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been mercifully enabled not to for- 
ſake. That meeting I have caufe to 


remember, with the greateſt ſatisfac- 


tion and gratitude to the Almighty 3 


and I have ever fince conſidered thee 


as a father, though, 1 believe, all un- 


| knoun to thee till now. 


« „ This I have felt an inclination, for 
ſome time paſt, to inform thee. of, be- 


q e 
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* fore I am taken away, for thy encou- 
« ragement in the path of duty to Him 
© who hath called thee into his ſervice.” 


This was communicated to the friend 
at a time when he was very low, and ex- 
ceedingly diſcouraged, under an appre- 
henſion that he had never been rendered 
uſeful to any one in a ſpiritual ſenſe. 


Domeſtic circumſtances induced her, 
from motives of commendable prudence, 
to ſeek ſome ſuitable way of procuring 
for herſelf the needful accommodations 
of life, by an employment which might 
be at once ſuited to the delicacy of her 
conſtitution, and afford her that friendly 
aſylum ſhe ſo much ſtood in need of, un- 
der depreſſing anticipations, and mental 
conflicts. Her father's acquaintance 
with James Shephard, of Upton, near 
London, very providentially introduced. 
her to a ſituation in his family, where 
the mo with that kindneſs and friendly 
At 555 _ Iympathy 
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ſympathy ſhe ſtood in need of under try- 
ing circumſtances. She was placed there, 
in the capacity of a tutoreſs to his chil- 
dren; for which employment ſhe poſſeſſ- 
ed no inconſiderable qualifications, and 
the duties of her ſtation ſhe diſcharged 
to the ſatisfaction of the parents; and 
at the ſame time, her amiable deport- 
ment endeared her to their minds, as 
well as to the objects of her tender 
charge. It vas ever her ſtudy to render 
their learning eaſy and pleaſant, by 
blending amuſement with their inſtrue- 
tion; and her little pupils ſhe govern» 
ed by a law of tenderneſs and affection. 


A little before the commencement 
of her laſt illneſs, ſhe was, for a con- 
ſiderable time, under a very diſtreſſing 
diſpenſation, and her mind was ſo cloud- 
ed, as to fall into a ſtate of deſpond- 
ency ; but often felt aſhamed of her own 
ſentiments, and endeavoured to con- 
ceal them at the time; ſhe attended 
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20 
meetings, from which ſhe would glad- 
ly have abſented herſelf, had it not been 


A SHORT ACCOUNT OF 


for exciting the enquiry of others re- 


ſpecting the cauſe, and, therefore, went 
with the family, with whom ſhe then re- 
ſided; but knowing the condition of 
her own mind, ſhe was afraid of being 
in the preſence of thoſe ſhe ſuppoſed to 
be perſons of penetration, leſt they 
ſhould have a ſenſe of the ſtate ſhe was 

in, in which conflict a language was 
raiſed in her mind, “ A Saviour, or 1. 
% die; a Redeemer, or I periſh.” This 

became the fervent exclamation of her 
ſoul. Some miniſtering friends, from 
diſtant places, having, at that time, an 
opportunity in the family, whilſt ſhe was 
under this cloud, her ſtate was particu- 
larly addreſſed; and ſpoken of as a day 
of general breaking up of all things; 
and, from that time, ſhe experienced the 
cloud of darkneſs removed, and her 
mind cloathed with heavenly thoughts; 
light and comfort attended her from day 
3 3 
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to day, which divine favour was extend- 
ed to her in a very particular manner. 
During that diſpenſation of darkneſs, her 
mind was rendered extremely uncom- 
fortable, not only to herfelf, but the 
viſible effects of it were diſtreſſing to 
her friends, particularly in the family in 
which ſhe lived. It appears that ſhe 
had given ſame account of the exerciſes 


of mind ſhe was then under, in 2 letter 


to her ſiſter Deborah, (by one which was 
written by her ſiſter in anſwer to it) in a 


ſtyle which indicated a mind poſſeſſed of 


affectionate ſympathy, having herſelf 
paſſed through many very trying ſcenes; 
and who has been ſince releaſed from all 
earthly conflicts by the awful ſtroke of 
death, not many months after Mary. 
The following is an extract from the let- 


e mentioned. 5 


My dear ſiſter's letter I received on 
third day laſt; and ſhe is, this even- 
« ing, in a particularly affectionate man- 

1 <« ner, 
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ner, brought to my remembrance; 
« alſo, how my mind was, for ſome 
„ weeks, oppreſſed, and what one ſuf- 
« fers from ſuch a ſtate of dejection of 
e ſpirits, without knowing the cauſe. 
<< It was to me a preparative ſeaſon to 
t meet the deep conflicts which became 
6 my portion; and, under it, I fo 
ce nothing but a ſteady dependance upon 
« Him, who is a munition of rocks to 
“ fly to in the day of trouble, would do: 
« ſeeking unto this, it was, that enabled 
©« me to bear, with, I truſt, a 33 a 
« fortitude, theſe deep conflicts. 
then, my dear ſiſter, not be 1 
«. raged, ſhould her preſent ſtate of 
C mind be as a preparation for ſome fu- 
ec ture diſpenſation. Should it prove a 
& ſacrifice, called for by the great Maſ- 
it ter, mayeſt thou be obedient thereto; 
« there is no doubt but his reward will 
„ he with it. Eet it be of what nature 
* fo ever, I ſympathize in fiſterly affec- 
* tion with thee, under thy preſent 
44+ | 6c feeling, 


| MARY WESTON, JN. 23 


« feeling, praying for thy preſervation 
te in every allotment.” 


Soon after this, her health began gra- 
dually to decline, and it was, at an 
early period, ſealed upon her mind, that 


ſhe ſhould not recover; ſhe then clearly 
ſaw, that it was, indeed, a time of gene- 


ral breaking up, as ſhe expreſſed many 
times afterwards. | 7 


At the ſolicitations of her near rela- 
tions, ſhe conſented to have medical 
advice and aſſiſtance, and removed to 
London, in the fifth month, 1797, for 
the purpoſe of being nearer the perſon 
ſhe choſe to put herſelf under the care 
of. After a patient trial of thoſe means 
of relief, without ſuccels, further than 
palliating ſome of the ſymptoms, her 


kind and hoſpitable friends at Upton, 


where ſhe had lived for near five years, 
were ſolicitous for her return, in hopes 
that the ſituation might prove advanta- 
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geous to her, and that ſhe might be re- 
ſtored to them again; this friendly offer 
ſhe accepted, and accordingly returned, 
but continued gradually declining, and 
the ſymptoms of a pulmonary conſump- 
tion increaſed upon her. 8 


Some time before ſhe was ſo ill as to 
be confined to the houſe, ſhe aſked her 
medical friend, what he really thought 
of her complaints; and obſerving ſome 
heſitation in his giving an anſwer, ſhe 
Faid, „Thou needſt not be afraid of 
telling me; the thoughts of death 
are not diſtreſſing to me; for I am 
Lee fully affured that, whenever I may 
"0 be taken, I ſhall be e 8 


At one time, viſuing 40 alter bg 
confined to the houſe, ſhe mentioned a 
proſpett ſhe had of being called into the 
miniſtry of the goſpel, which greatly 
bowed her mind, and brought her under 
* excraile of ſpirit ; the thoughts of 
amis 
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ſtanding publicly in the Lord's cauſe, 
ſhe ſaid, was ſo awful to her, that ſhe 
freely offered her natural life as a ſacri- 


fice in it's ſtead, if it might be accepted. 


In the frequent opportunities which ſhe 
had with the ſame perſon, ſhe expreſſed 
| herſelf with freedom, and communi- 
cated much more than he has thought 
proper to impart to others, reſpecting 
her ſecret mental exerciſes, which ſhe 
had to paſs through on various accounts; 


being ſpoken. confidentially. She ob- 


ſerved how much her mind had often 
been hurt, and her ſpirit wounded, when 
young in years, in obſerving ſome per- 
ſons in our —_— very plain in their 


appearance, and who profeſſed to be 


ſcrupulous of many trifling outward 


things, in reſpect to dreſs, &c. whilſt 


their private condu@ in much more im- 


portant points, did not appear to be re- 
gulated by the pure principle of truth, 
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. In:another of thoſe interviews, ſhe al- 


ſo expreſſed that ſhe had often been. 


ſorry: to obſerve, that the younger part 
of our faciety, in particular, who did 
not! wear ſo plain an appearance as 
might: be deſirable, were ſo little noticed 
by divers of the exemplary and religious 
part, more advanced in years; when 


many of them would be glad of the com- 
pany and counſel of thoſe whom they 


looked: up to as fathers and mothers: in 
the church :. ſhe ſignifying, that ſhe. be- 


lieved much benefit would:accrue: were: 


the: youth taken kindly. by the hand, 
and invited to their hauſes to ſpend 


ſome of their leiſure hours, for want of 


which) as well as from their oun diffi- 
dence, they were too much exclud- 


ed thoſe privileges they would prize, 


and left to aſſociate with Aach as: they- 
could< derive. little; if any, advan- 


tage from, in religion. She lament-. 
: ed — the doors of hoſpitality and 


Dy. | pen 
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friendſhip were not more benevolently 


opened to the youth; that the dawnings 


of heavenly good upon their minds might 
be cheriſhed, by the countenance of 
thoſe more advanced in. religious expe- 
rience, and who, it is Hoped, have not 
forgotten the time when the pure ſeed 
of the kingdom of righteouſneſs: and 


peace vas firſt ſovn in theirown minds; 


yet ſhe acknowledged with pleaſure, 
that there were thoſe coneerned to pro- 
mote the cauſe of truth and righteouſ- 
neſs, to whom the younger' claſſes may 


find an eaſier acceſsthan they many times 


expect, if they would be prevailed upon 


to introduce themſelves under a proper 


inclination of mind, and make them- 
ſelves more known to ſuch, whom they 
have looked up to with religious eſleem. 


That the ſeeming diſtance and reſerve 


in the deportment of thoſe; is often- 
times more in appearance than reality ; 
and frequently reſults rather ſrom the 


en want 
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want of a more intimate knowledge of 
each other, 'than any aQual averſion on 
either ſide. 


At one time, her medical attendant 

ſitting by her bedſide, whilſt ſhe was 
labouring under great bodily pain, ſhe. 
aſked him if any thing could be done, to 
relieve her from ſuch ſuffering. He 
told her, he believed it was out of the 
reach of medicine: to which ſhe made 
anſwer, in an accent and manner indi- 
cating the moſt entire tranquillity and 
reſignation of mind,“ Then, that's all 
« very well;” and proceeded immedi- 
ately in converſation on another ſubjett, 
as if her pain had been taken away; and 
thus ſhe frequently expreſſed herſelf 
very inſtructively to thoſe about her, 
without ſeeming conſcious that ſhe had 
ſaid any thing worthy of obſervation. 


In 
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In converſation with a young vo- 
man, one of her moſt intimate acquaint- 
ance, ſhe ſaid, Thou haſt ſome- 
« times wondered at my expoſure in 
« meetings of diſcipline, for little, very 
« little, acts of faithfulneſs, for which 


- 


« I now receive a ſweet reward. 1 


„ uſed to think a death-bed would be a 


« bed of repentance to me; but by 
yielding obedience in times paſt, it is 
&« quite aun 


After ſhe had "been 


weeks to her bed, and reduced to a 


ſtate of great weakneſs, inſomuch, that 
a little converſation ſeemed almoſt to 
exhauſt her ſmall degree of ſtrength, ſhe 


expreſſed a particular wiſh to ſee her re- 
lations and acquaintance, eſpecially the 
younger claſs, for whoſe preſervation 


and welfare ſhe was uniformly ſolici- 


tous. They were introduced ſeparately 
to her bedſide, when ſhe was remark- 
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ably ſtrengthened to communicate ſolid 
religious counſel to them, under the in- 
Hluence and openings of divine love and 
life, and in the ſpirit of pure wiſdom; 
under which the minds of many vere 
greatly humbled in deep contrition; and 
it is to be hoped ſuch impreſſions were 
then made in the hearts of indivi- 
duals as may be productive of good. 
She next requeſted to ſee both the 
men and vomen ſervants of che houſe, 
by whom ſhe was eſteemed for her 

amiable deportment, when in health; 
| each of them ſhe alſo ſaw ſeparately, 
whoſe civilities and attention to her in 
times paſt, ſhe acknowledged with diffi- 
dence and humble gratitude, and gave 
Jome of them ſweet counſel, as her laſt 
legacy of love; and one, in particular, 
who had been convinced of the princi- 
ples of friends, ſhe adviſed to ſeek a 
Fettlement upon that foundation, which 
vill ſtand ſure, the rock of ages, and not 


tO 
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to be contend with any ſuperficial at- 
tainments, or a fair character amongſt 
men. N n 5 


After theſe debts of love were dif. 


charged to her acquaintance pretty ge- 
nerally, her mind ſeemed more gathered 
from the world, as though ſhe thought 


her 'work was nearly finiſhed, and ſhe 


did not ſeem to expect to continue 


many more days; but the time of her 


departure was hidden from her, perhaps 
for the further trial of her patience. 


A friend calling to ſee her, ſome time 


after, ſhe had an apprehenſion that her 
end was very near, ſhe obſerved to him, 
I did not expect to have been here till 


e this time, and why I am continued fo 
long I cannot tell, unleſs it may be 
« for the ſake of ſome others I am yet 
„ to ſee. Some time after this, ſhe 


again ſaid, Perhaps I am kept here the 
. TOR 1 


longer, 
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„ longer, becauſe I have been too de- 
« firous of going, and being releaſed 
“ from this ſtate of ſuffering, that ſo all 
<« the will and e u of the creature 
% may be done away.“ 


A friend who had frequently ſat by 
her in much filence, one day obſerved 
to her, that it might ſeem rather ſtrange, 
that he had ſo little to ſay, conſidering 
their intimate friendſhip: to which ſhe 
replied, There is oſten more inſtruc- 
* tion to be derived from the company 
*« of our friends in ſilence, than when 
te there are verbal communications.” 


Ona firſt day afternoon, her father, two 
of her ſiſters, and another near relation, 
were ſitting by her in ſilence, when ſhe 


ſaid, © It has occurred to me, ſince our 
« holding ſilence together, and, I be- 
_ © lieve, I muſt mention it; Can the 
* children of the bride chamber mourn, | 
| 3 - « while 
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Gy while the bridegroom is with them? 
« and though it is a time of outward 
« mourning, yet there is ſecret joy.“ 
Anda little time after, ſhe ſaid, © I feel 
e the influence of heavenly love more 
„and more; and the nearer my end 
« approaches, the - ſtronger it grows; 
« and it ſeems now, as if I vas forget- 
« ting all here, and that the heavenly 
Father will ſoon take me.” Thus 
her cup was often made to overflow with 
heavenly conſolation, which ſhe impart- 
ed, in ſhort ſentences, to thoſe about 
her, to their inſtruction and comfort. 


Amongſt the inſtructive and ſolid 
obſervations ſhe. made to her rela- 
tions and friends, who viſited her, there 
were many which evinced the ſtate of 
preparation ſhe was in, for the ap- 
Proaching awful change. She al ſo 
poke of. the view ſhe had of the white 

raiment, 
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raiment, the white ſtone, and of as 
heavenly reſt. | 


| A few days before her departure, ſhe 
ſhewed more evident ſigns of approach- 


ing diſſolution; which ſhe perceived 


with the ſame compoſure and reſignation 
ſhe had been favoured with throughout 
ber illnefs; and in the fore part of the 

day on which ſhe died, ſhe ſaid to her 
filter, Now I hope all my ſufferings 
are nearly at an end, and that 1 ſhall 


e ſoon be with my heavenly Father.“ 


She died on the [gift day of the 10th 
month, 1797, in the 27th year of her 
age. She ſuffered much from pain and 
extreme difficulty of breathing, with 
which ſhe cloſed. her laſt moments, in 
great ſerenity, at the houſe of: James 
Sheppard, at Upton, in Eſſex. She 
was, through the ſeveral ſtages of her 
_— favoured with a clear underſtand- 
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2 hus it has pleaſed the almighty Dil- 
penſer of life and death, to cut off a 
fair flower in the height -of ſummer, 
and to leave the parent ſtem, bereft of 
its ornament. May it be his conſo- 
lation, to reſt aflured, that her en- 


deavours after righteouſneſs have been 


acceptable in the ſight of her heavenly 
Father, who undoubtedly looks down 
with favour on the humble efforts and 


intentions of the ſincere and upright 


heart, but beholds afar off the boaſted 


deeds of the vain-glorious -an& felf- 
ſufficient, * For God. ſhall bring eve- 
« ry work into judgment, with eve- 
« ry ſecret thing, whether it be good 
« or whether it be evil.” (Eccleſiaſtes 
xli. 14. £ _ 


On the 7th day of the 11th month, 
her corpſe was carried to Friends“ 
meeting-houſe at Plaiſtow, it being her 


particular deſire to be carried there. 
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It was attended by ſeveral Friends in 


the miniſtry, and others, from London; 


and was an opportunity favoured with 
fulfilment of the ancient promiſe, that, 
They who wait upon the Lord ſhall 
« renew their ſtrength;”” and proved a 
| ſeaſon of much tenderneſs; particularly 
with divers young perſons, to whom ſhe 


had been united by the endearing ties 


of affe ction and ſincere friendſhip. 


Her remains were taken to Friends“ 
burial-ground at Ratcliff, where, after 


a ſilent pauſe, ſucceeded by ſome ſolid 


-miniſterial communications, they were 
ſolemnly interted | 


This little memoir is not to preſerve 
any thing like a panegyric to the me- 


mory of the deceaſed, or for-any poſſi- 
ble advantage it can be to her, who is 
far removed from the influence of any 


_ thing which may be ſaid on this occa- 
ſion: 


— 
2 — — CC 
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ſion; but to hold up to ſurvivors ano- 
ther inſtance, amongſt thoſe already 


recorded, of divine favour eminently 
extended, by the Father of mercies, to 


one in the flower öf her age; who was 
ſummoned from the ſtage of mutability 


in the meridian of life; that others, and 
particularly thoſe who knew her, may 


be induced to follow, as ſhe did, the 5 
Captain of ſalvation, that their ends 
may, like her's, be crowned with the 
ſame indubitable aſſurance of eternal 


happineſs, which enables the ſoul, tri- 


umphantly, to exclaim, O, Death! 
c here is thy ſting? O, grave! where 
ce is thy victory?“ that when removed 


from the ſore conflicts of time, and the 
many trials incident to the preſent life, 
we may, through the medium of Chriſt, 


our adorable advocate and mediator, 
obtain admiſſion into the ever- enduring 
realms of light and peace. 


On 


| | 
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| On- finding- in Mary Weſton's Pocket' Book. a 
| Reference to ficclefiaftes, chap, xiiv-v. 7. 
| BY ANT INTIMATE” FRIEND 
Cease, Memory, with aſſiduous care to lend 
To Death's dark ſhade thy retroſpective art, 


To paint the anguiſh of a dying friend, 
_ And the paſt ſufferin gs of her mortal part. | 


Though never more ber words my ear engage, 
In conyerſe ſerious, ſenſible, and ſweet, 
Tſee her finger pointing to the page, | 
* Where Conſolation and Inſtruction meet. 


Tiere tutor d every trial to ſuſtain, 

Of adverſe incident or mental ſtrife, 
She bow d ſubmiſſi re to her lot of pain, 
In ſure and certain hope” of endleſs life. 


Unlike the votaries of feſtive Eaſe, 
Who high in Folly's ſtrain their purpoſe own, 
Reſolv'd each form of revel joy to ſeize, 
And bind their brows with Pleaſure's roſy 
crown, 


| 
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«For when our tranſient race through time is run, 
_ «i'Norchance, they cry, can waſted life repair *, , 
« But, like the miſt before the morning ſun, 
The vital ſpirit ſhall diſſolve in air.“ 
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® Sce chap, a of the Wiſdom of Solomon. 
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Far other Hope from Wiſdom's fountain flows; 
Far other leſſons Nature's book reveals; 
Far other proſpects Reaſon's lights diſcloſe ; 
And Trath's eternal word the promiſe ſeals: 


That when, in Naturg's courſe, the appointed 
hour | | 1 
Refigns our frame to Death's reſiſtleſs force, 
The conſcious ſoul, ſuperior to his power, 
Shall riſe rejoicing to its heavenly ſource. 


THE END. 


